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Total filings last week were up from the same week in 2020 (when the nation was largely 
shut down due to the pandemic), but were down by over 40 percent from the same week two 
years ago. Filings of chapter 13 cases are now nearly 60 percent below where they were two 
years ago. 

 

 
 
The following charts show recent weekly filing trends by chapter compared to 2020 and 

2019. 
 

                                                        
1 Ed Flynn is a consultant with ABI and serves as a coordinating editor for the ABI Journal. He previously worked 
for more than 30 years at the Executive Office for U.S. Trustees and the Administrative Office of the U.S. Courts. 

Type of Case Number Filed
2020 2019

Total 9,041 19.4% -42.4%

 - Chapter 7 6,946 27.7% -34.2%

 - Chapter 11 61 -67.2% -48.3%

 - Chapter 13 2,022 4.2% -59.6%

 - Other Cases* 12 100.0% -20.0%

Bankruptcy Filings    April 12 - 18, 2021
Percent Change From Same 

Week Last Two Years

* Chapters 9, 12 and 15



 
 

 
 



 
 

 
 
Chapter 11 Cases 

Chapter 11 case filings during the week were the lowest since the first week of the year, 
and less than one-third the number filed during the same week in 2020. However, the 2020 figure 
was artificially inflated by the 103 related filings that accompanied the filing by Frontier 
Communications Corp. Excluding related filings, chapter 11 activity was actually up slightly 
from last year, but well below the same week in 2019. 
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Subchapter V filings during the week were the lowest since Thanksgiving week. 

However, the District of Rhode Island received its first subchapter V case ever. Every state has 
now received at least one subchapter V filing. 

 
Notable Case Filings 

Two large cases were filed last week: one in the District of Delaware, the other in the 
Southern District of New York. 

 

 
 
By my count, 202 notable bankruptcy cases have been filed since the onset of the 

pandemic last March. (To be considered “notable,” the case must involve at least several hundred 
million dollars of assets or liabilities, or have some degree of national interest.) 

The vast majority of the notable cases were accompanied by related filings by 
subsidiaries in the same corporate group. The 202 notable filings also included 3,464 related 
chapter 11 filings and 128 related chapter 15 cases. 

Energy (63 cases) and retail (32 cases) have accounted for nearly one-half of the notable 
cases filed during the pandemic. Other types of cases include manufacturing (17), restaurant 
chains (17), travel and lodging (11), leisure and entertainment (10), medical facilities (10), clergy 
abuse cases (5), and health and fitness companies (5). 

More than three quarters of the notable cases have been filed in just three districts: 
Delaware (73 cases), the Southern District of Texas (54 cases) and the Southern District of New 
York (29 cases). Other districts receiving more than a few of the notable cases include the 
Eastern District of Virginia (7 cases), the Northern District of Texas (7 cases) and the District of 
New Jersey (6 cases). However, a majority of federal judicial districts (69 out of 93) have not 
seen a single notable case filed during the pandemic.  

2021 2020 2019

Total Filed 61 186 118

Solo Cases 42 33 94

Parent cases 4 9 3

Child cases 15 144 21

Filed By Individuals 11 14 39

Subchapter V Cases 17 10 NA

Types of Chapter 11 Cases Filed
April 12 - 18

Company Name Industry Date Filed Court of Filing
Number of 

Related Cases
GVS Portfolio I B, LLC Self-storage chain 4/12/2021 Delaware 0

Automotores Gildemeister SpA Chilean vehicle importer 4/12/2021 New York Southern 12

Notable Case Filings  April 12 - 18, 2021



See the ABI Headlines for news of the latest filings at 
https://www.abi.org/newsroom/headlines. 


