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Total filings were down by 44.5 percent during the week ending November 29 compared 
to the same week in 2019.2 Filings are always abnormally low during Thanksgiving week, but 
this was the lowest weekly filing total in nearly 15 years. The last time filings were this low was 
the week ending January 28, 2006 — shortly after the effective date of the Bankruptcy Abuse 
Prevention and Consumer Protection Act of 2005. 

 

 
 
The following chart shows the weekly trends since March. 
 

                                                        
1 Ed Flynn is a consultant with ABI and serves as a coordinating editor for the ABI Journal. He 
previously worked for more than 30 years at the Executive Office for U.S. Trustees and the 
Administrative Office of the U.S. Courts. 
2 These figures are from PACER and are subject to change. See https://www.pacer.gov/. 

Type of Case Number Filed
Percent Change From 
Same Week in 2019

Total 6,481 -44.5%
 - Chapter 7 4,749 -37.7%

 - Chapter 11 44 -25.4%

 - Chapter 13 1,681 -57.7%

 - Other Cases* 7 40.0%

Bankruptcy Filings   November 23 -29, 2020

* Chapters 9, 12 and 15



 
 
The weekly totals can be affected by several factors. For example, the spike in filings at 

the end of each month and the timing of holidays can affect weekly totals. To counteract these 
factors and provide a truer picture of actual trends, the following three charts show the weekly 
trends based on two-, three- and four-week rolling averages. Overall, they show a continuing 
pattern of declines of about 40 percent compared to last year (the weekly declines were closer to 
50 percent during April, when the COVID-19 shutdowns were at their peak). 
 

 



 
 

 
 
Chapter 11 Cases 

Chapter 11 filings were quite low during the week, and down by about one-quarter from 
the same week last year. Unlike nearly every week since the beginning of the pandemic, there 
were no cases filed that had numerous related cases filed by corporate subsidiaries. 

 



 
 

The 16 subchapter V cases filed during the week brings the total such cases to 1,210 in 
the nine months since it has been available. 

The most notable chapter 11 filing during the week involved Northwest Hardwoods, 
Inc., a large wood products manufacturer that filed (along with two affiliates) on November 23 
in Delaware. 

See the ABI Headlines for news of the latest filings at 
https://www.abi.org/newsroom/headlines. 
 

Consumer Debtors and the Pandemic 
Last week, the Federal Judicial Center released the Fiscal Year 2020 update of its Integrated 

Data Base (IDB). At the end of each fiscal year, a record is created and added to the IDB for all cases 
that were filed or closed during the year or were pending at the end of the year. This update opens a 
valuable window into cases filed during the last year and allows a comparison of cases filed before the 
pandemic with those filed after. 

The following charts divide the FY 2020 filings into three categories: 
• Pre-pandemic cases (e.g., cases filed from October 2019 through February 2020); 
• Case filings during March (shutdowns occurred at different times during the month, so 

the March cases are a mix of pre and post-pandemic cases); and 
• Post-pandemic cases (filed from April through September 2020). 

 
Chapter 13 Cases 

Filings of chapter 13 cases have fallen by about 56 percent since the pandemic. The most notable 
change in the chapter 13 cases is that the percentage of cases filed pro se has dropped by nearly three-
quarters since the pandemic. This is a quite positive development, because pro se debtors almost never 
have a successful trip through chapter 13. Also, the post-pandemic cases are much more likely to have 
been filed with complete schedules of assets, liabilities, income and expenses. 

Post-pandemic, there have been slight increases in the percentages of cases that were joint filings 
and where the filing fee was paid in full at filing, while there has been a slight decrease in repeat filings. 
Median total assets and liabilities are both down post-pandemic, although general unsecured debt levels 
are up. Debtor income and expense levels are relatively unchanged. 

The lower secured debt levels and increase in debtors who report owning no real property 
indicates that there are fewer homeowners in the chapter 13 mix post-pandemic, which may be a result 
of state and federal moratoriums on foreclosures. 

2020 2019
Total Filed 44 59

Solo Cases 37 49
Parent cases 2 2
Child cases 5 8
Filed By Individuals 11 20
Subchapter V Cases 16 NA

Types of Chapter 11 Cases Filed
November 23 - 29



 
 

Chapter 7 Cases 
The IDB data shows that the pandemic has had a much more modest impact on chapter 7 cases. 

The main difference may be in the quality of the filings. Pro se cases, cases with missing schedules, and 
cases filed without the full filing fee have all been down since the pandemic. Assets, liabilities, income 
and expenses of chapter 7 debtors have been relatively unchanged since the pandemic. 

 

Pre-Pandemic March 2020 Post-Pandemic

Total Filed 111,620 19,835 58,698

Monthly Average 22,324 19,835 9,783

Assets 9.6% 7.9% 4.2%

Liabilities 9.4% 7.3% 4.0%

Income and Expenses 14.9% 13.0% 10.3%

Percent Joint Filings 20.4% 21.1% 22.3%

Percent Pro Se 9.2% 6.9% 2.4%

Percent Fees Paid in Full at Filing 71.0% 73.5% 75.6%

Percent With a Prior Filing 38.8% 37.1% 37.0%

Median Total Assets $100,695 $99,168 $79,484

Median Personal Property $19,340 $19,591 $19,601

Real Property = $0 36.9% 37.3% 41.9%

Median Total Liabilities $129,437 $130,818 $113,421

Secured Debt = $0 7.2% 7.9% 9.6%

Priority Debt = $0 59.0% 58.0% 60.1%

Median Unsecured Debt $30,860 $32,914 $34,525

Median Current Monthly Income $4,081 $4,095 $3,918

Median Average Monthly Income $3,754 $3,762 $3,646

Median Average Monthly Expenses $2,911 $2,933 $2,897

Chapter 13 Non-Business Cases Filed
Year Ended September 30, 2020

Income and Expenses

Assets and Liabilities

Case Characteristics

Petitions With Missing Schedules



 

Pre-Pandemic March 2020 Post-Pandemic

Total Filed 175,926 42,412 181,058

Monthly Average 35,185 42,412 30,176

Assets 3.2% 2.4% 1.9%

Liabilities 3.0% 2.2% 1.7%

Income and Expenses 12.2% 10.8% 11.7%

Percent Joint Filings 18.7% 19.1% 18.6%

Percent Pro Se 8.5% 6.3% 5.3%

Percent Fees Paid in Full at Filing 78.2% 80.4% 83.1%

Percent With a Prior Filing 8.3% 7.3% 7.4%

Median Total Assets $21,465 $20,762 $19,717

Median Personal Property $14,029 $14,230 $13,724

Real Property = $0 66.7% 68.0% 69.3%

Median Total Liabilities $73,291 $71,969 $70,621

Secured Debt = $0 31.5% 31.0% 33.6%

Priority Debt = $0 78.7% 80.8% 80.2%

Median Unsecured Debt $42,497 $42,107 $43,220

Median Current Monthly Income $3,243 $3,139 $3,156

Median Average Monthly Income $2,831 $2,777 $2,796

Median Average Monthly Expenses $2,964 $2,915 $2,944

Chapter 7 Non-Business Cases Filed
Year Ended September 30, 2020

Petitions With Missing Schedules

Case Characteristics

Assets and Liabilities

Income and Expenses


